The Handwriting of God

John 8:3-8 The scribes and the Pharisees brought a woman who had been caught in adultery, and placing her in the midst 4 they said to him, "Teacher, this woman has been caught in the act of adultery. 5 Now in the Law Moses commanded us to stone such women. So what do you say?" 6 This they said to test him, that they might have some charge to bring against him. Jesus bent down and wrote with his finger on the ground. 7 And as they continued to ask him, he stood up and said to them, "Let him who is without sin among you be the first to throw a stone at her." 8 And once more he bent down and wrote on the ground. ESV

Job 19:23-24 "Oh that my words were written! Oh that they were inscribed in a book! 24 Oh that with an iron pen and lead they were engraved in the rock forever! ESV

______________________________________________________________________

I made pretty good grades throughout my school years.  I never dreaded having to bring my report card home to my parents because it was usually As and a few Bs.  I guess I was sort of a nerd, now that I think about it.  It wasn’t that I tried to be, it just seemed that school came easy for me.  But I did for several years bring consistently bring home a D on my report card.  I have gotten a D and have gotten several of them.  It wasn’t too far from being an F.  And only with hard work and special classes was I able to raise my D eventually to a C but it never got higher than that.  Thankfully this was in elementary school where people tend to forget and thankfully they did not have this subject in junior high or high school, or I would have surely failed.  My D?  It came in “handwriting.”  

And my handwriting is still about a D level.  Every once in a while a preacher friend will realize that I type my sermon notes rather than writing them out by hand and say, “doesn’t that take a lot of time.”  Actually I have to type them out because if I wrote them, I wouldn’t be able to quickly read them in the pulpit.  And I can type much faster than I can write.  There are two people in the world that can read my real, normal handwriting:  me and my wife.  It’s a good thing that we found each other!

As a frustrated student in elementary school, there were times that I spoke evil of “whoever invented handwriting.”  I publicly stand before you today and take all of those bad things back.  I didn’t mean it.  I did it in ignorance and I’m counting on that fact.  Because I learned something this week that I did not know then:  it seems that God invented the alphabet.  

Historians have noted that all languages before the time of Moses were cuneiform and pictographic, meaning that they did not necessarily use an alphabet to form the common sounds of the language.  The first instance on the historical timeline of an alphabetical based language is in the Aramaic of the ancient Hebrews and it appeared right about the time that Moses brought the children of Israel out of Egypt.  To be more specific, alphabetical writing first appeared right about the time that God gave some stone tablets to Moses where the very finger of God had engraved the words and letters.  And so some religious scholars seem to think that the alphabet was a God idea.  And maybe that was so, but I still say that it had to be an atheist or at least a torturer of children that invented cursive!  Just kidding!  

Actually when you think of all of this it is really neat because the God who said “I am Alpha and Omega” was the God who invented the alphabet in the first place.  He invents the alphabet so that we can learn about Him and then tells us that “I am A to Z.”  That’s how awesome a God that we serve – He invents the stuff and then fulfills the stuff and He’s just cool!  And so I take back all of the nasty things that I said about whoever invented handwriting and such – I really didn’t mean it, God!  It was youthful ignorance – really!    

______________________________________________________________________

All of this got me thinking about the handwriting of God.  Not the alphabet that we use today, but the times in scripture where God wrote or writes something directly.  For the inventor of writing and knowledge and the One who has all wisdom to write something, it must be very revealing and very important.  Take Moses on Mt. Sinai, for example, God wrote the commandments down for Moses and His method teaches us something important:

Ex 31:18 And he gave to Moses, when he had finished speaking with him on Mount Sinai, the two tablets of the testimony, tablets of stone, written with the finger of God. ESV    

This teaches us that:

God writes His Word in stone.

You’ve heard the phrase, “it’s set in stone?”  Well, God’s Word literally was set in stone.  How about that?  God didn’t have to have a chisel and hammer or a power drill to etch something in rock.  He just used His own hand.  The tablets of stones were engraved with the Word of God “with the finger of God.”  And all to teach us a principle, that His Word will never pass away or fade.  His Word will never change.  If God has written something down in His Word – and we have much more than just two tablets of it now – then what He has written is true forever!  Jesus said, “heaven and earth shall pass away, but my word will never pass away” and that statement is a very definitive proof that Jesus was God in flesh because only God’s word is so set and permanent that it will outlast the heavens!  

There are times where “modern thought” or “trends” go against the clear teaching of the Word of God.  There are times where the “latest theories” of science and philosophy and even the trends in religion don’t agree with God’s Word.  “Well, preacher, I know that the Bible says that, but there are thousands of religious people who don’t believe that or teach that, so it must not be a big deal.”  You’d better rethink that again!  And you’d better remember how God wrote it at first!  You can go with what you want to, but as for me I’ll choose to raise my kids, and live my life, and make my life decisions and choices based upon this old book.  Because when God gave it what He wrote became engraved in stone and it will not change or pass away!  After all of the theories and man’s thoughts have long gone, God’s Word will still be in effect and still be truth.  I’ll choose to live my life according to and leaning on the one thing that will never change – how about you?  God’s Word is written in stone!  

Even after you break them, God’s Word is still standing and true.  When Moses came down from Mt. Sinai holding the two tablets with the written Word of God on it, he found that Israel was already breaking most of the commandments and were dancing naked around a golden calf that his brother had cooked up for them to worship.  In his anger, Moses threw the two tablets down and became the first person to break all ten commandments at once.  And God helps him deal with the situation and after it is all said and done, Moses sheepishly goes back up the mountainside to the broken fragments of God’s Word.  The commandment of God goes forth, “this time you hew out me some stone tablets” – God, Himself, provided the first ones – and when Moses brings the new tablets to God, the finger of God again writes and writes the same thing that it did before.  Moses had broken the commandments of God, but they had not changed!  The only thing that was different was now it was harder for Moses to receive them again because this time he had to hew the tablets of stone himself!  

Some people think that if they break God’s commandments that God will bend the rules for them.  Some people think that if they get enough people to break the commandments with them, that it causes God to bless their sin and change His Word.  Actually the story of Noah tells us that if the whole world but one goes against His Word, God will still stick to it though the whole population would be destroyed.  Because God’s Word was written in stone and even after you choose to break it, God’s Word will still be written in stone!  The only thing that God is bound to in the universe is His Word and He will not change that!  The only thing that choosing to break God’s Word does is make it harder for you to receive the Word the next time!  It changes your situation in making it harder to please God.  But the Words – the words do not change!  

God spoke to the prophet Jeremiah and told him to speak repeatedly to the nation of Israel and Judah and their kings to repent from their evil deeds.  And they kept on sinning against God and even banned the preacher from the temple so that they didn’t have to hear God’s true message.  Finally in the 36th chapter, God tells Jeremiah to write down everything that He has told the prophet to say and to put it in a book and to send the scroll to the king of Judah.  The scroll was read first in the temple and the people were alarmed and called a fast and then it was read among the king’s workers and they were alarmed and said, “we must tell the king.”  And the Bible records this:

Jer 36:22-25 It was the ninth month, and the king was sitting in the winter house, and there was a fire burning in the fire pot before him. 23 As Jehudi read three or four columns, the king would cut them off with a knife and throw them into the fire in the fire pot, until the entire scroll was consumed in the fire that was in the fire pot. 24 Yet neither the king nor any of his servants who heard all these words was afraid, nor did they tear their garments. 25 Even when Elnathan and Delaiah and Gemariah urged the king not to burn the scroll, he would not listen to them. ESV  

King Jehoiakim was showing his contempt for the word of God.  He was in effect saying, “it’s just words and it’s just a scroll – look it burns like anything else.”  But how foolish, you are, Jehoiakim, because you may have only a leather or paper copy of it, but when that Word was spoken, somewhere it was set in stone.  And your rejection of it and your turning around from it does not change it one iota!  

What happens next is that the king burns the scroll and then orders the arrest of the prophet.  But God speaks to Jeremiah and says:

Jer 36:28 "Take another scroll and write on it all the former words that were in the first scroll, which Jehoiakim the king of Judah has burned. ESV

Those words had not passed away!  God says, “write down all that you wrote at first again in this scroll.”  And then in the chapter God begins to add extra words to the first and they are words of judgment against King Jehoiakim specifically because he rejected the Word of the Lord and we find this:

Jer 36:32 Then Jeremiah took another scroll and gave it to Baruch the scribe, the son of Neriah, who wrote on it at the dictation of Jeremiah all the words of the scroll that Jehoiakim king of Judah had burned in the fire. And many similar words were added to them. ESV

When Jehoiakim gets the second scroll, it exactly identical to the first one that he ignored and burned and yet this one has extra material at the end which is the judgment of God for his household and against his reign.  

How many people who would never dream of burning their Bibles literally in fire, yet do what King Jehoiakim did in the spirit and ignore certain columns and cut out the pieces that they do not like!?  When we begin to pick and choose which scriptures that we obey and ignore others, we begin to tread on dangerous ground!  Never forget that although your copy of God’s Word is ink and paper, that somewhere when it was penned, it was placed in stone and it has not changed no matter what man will do with it!  Let the religious establishments of the day ignore certain columns of it!  Let them cut out the speaking in tongues or holiness or Jesus’ name baptism or miracles or the commandments against idolatry.  Let them pick and choose and only take a part of it and leave some of it out.  But when they stand before God and the books are opened, they will find every word still intact.  Whether they preached it or not, it will still be there.  Whether they realized it or not, it will be there.  Whether they obeyed it or not, it will still be there in the original form and they will be judged according to those books.  Not their version with the missing pieces.  But with the originals.  You’d better realize that God’s Word is forever whether you believe it or not!  Your disbelief and your disobedience and your theories don’t change a thing.  Because when it was written, it was written in stone!  

Menelik II lived from 1844-1913 and was sort of the George Washington of modern Ethiopia who brought it into a solid status as a modern nation.  Menelik II is famous for a couple of things, one for being the only king to ever use an electric chair for a throne.  He was big on reforming the prison system and ordered a new electric chair only to find that his country didn’t have any electricity so it didn’t work.  So instead, he used it as his throne.  

But I bring up Menelik II because of a weird habit that he had and that is later in life when his health was declining, Menelik discovered that snacking on a few pages torn from the Old Testament would perk him up.  Yes, you heard me write, he would eat the Bible.  In December 1913, he was incapacitated from a stroke and he attempted to eat the entire book of 1 Kings a page at a time.  Unfortunately the toxic dyes in the color illustrations disagreed with him and he died, becoming the only person that I know to die from eating the Bible, although when I tried to read the bible through as a kid, I thought I was going to die in Leviticus a couple of times!  Menelik didn’t finish 1 Kings and died in mid meal!  

I wouldn’t recommend literally eating the Word of God page by page in the physical, but would to God that all of us would do so spiritually and consume enough of the Word of God until our old way of thinking died!  If you want to live forever, then you’ve got to digest and make a part of you the only thing that will last forever and that is the Word of God!  Take all of it and let it change you and put to death some areas in your life and resurrect others because this is what is going to determine where you spend eternity.  God’s Word, is written in stone!    

_______________________________________________________________________

But I have a message of hope for you today, also, because God does not choose to write in rock only.  In our text in John we read of the woman who was caught in the very act of adultery and became a pawn in the hands of the Pharisees’ agenda to try to trap Jesus.  They brought her and threw her down on the ground in front of Him and said, “the Law of Moses says stone her, what do you say?”  The word of God, is forever unchanged, and written in stone, Jesus, what are you going to do?  Jesus was so perfect that they knew that the only thing that they could get Him on was the sureness of God’s Word.  But notice what Jesus does here:

John 8:6b Jesus bent down and wrote with his finger on the ground. ESV

Whatever He was writing, the Bible says that it directly brought them “being convicted by their conscience” and caused them to leave without bringing judgment.  It is very likely that Jesus was writing the sins of the accusers who stood before them and reminding them of how that they had been forgiven.  What else could bring them to be convicted by their conscience?  Jesus accomplished much by simply stooping to write on the sands that commonly collected on the temple floor.  And so we discover:  

God first writes our sins in sand.

Does God write our sins down?  Yes, He does record every deed.  He knows all things and that one day we will give an account of everything that we had done and of every idle word spoken.  The Bible speaks of the eyes of the Lord that go back and forth throughout the entire earth and seeing everything.  Don’t think that just because something is done in secret that God does not see it.  Don’t think that just because that attitude or unforgiveness or critical attitude is only expressed within your head that God does not hear it.  He is the all powerful who knows and sees all and He is able to outline our sins and dictate to us everything that we have ever done wrong.  He knew how many husbands the woman at the well had before she ever walked His way.  He knew every sin of the woman laying at His feet in the temple and He knew every shortcoming of the very religious scribes that had stones ready to be thrown.  God knows everything about us.    

God writes our sins down, but I’ve got good news!  He does not engrave them in rock when we first commit them, but instead writes them in sand.  He writes them in dust and if we could see Him, I believe we would see His hand write them and then hover over them just waiting for us to turn to Him for forgiveness and for us to turn to His precious name and baptism.  Because if we do that, He will wipe the slate clean!  Even as God takes record of our wrong doing, He is in eager expectation to forgive!  Therefore He puts the stone away at first and instead stoops and writes them down in the dust of heaven.  If the temple here on earth was just a model of the reality in heaven, then there are literally billions of sin written in the sands surrounding God’s throne.  And oh how quickly they would be forgiven and wiped smooth if we would only call out to Him and ask for His help in our life!  We serve the God of a second chance and great is His mercy!  He knows what you have done wrong, but He is eager to erase it and start over.  Does anybody need the sands of your life smoothed out?  Is there anybody that needs the dirt in your temple cleaned?  There is a God who is anxious to wipe them away!  Thank God that He writes our sins first in sand!  

He first writes them down in sand, but if you harden your heart, so will God harden His handwriting.  Thank God for His abundant mercy, but there is a danger in hearing the message repeatedly until the things of God mean nothing.  We find this best illustrated in the story of the Babylonian King Belchazzar.  

Belchazzar’s grandfather, King Nebuchadnezzar, had discovered the one true God of Israel and had begun to worship Him.  In fact, his grandmother obviously still kept in contact with the prophet Daniel because it would be she who recommended him when the king needed understanding of the Word of God.  You must understand that this king, Belchazzar, was someone who had had the true word of God spoken to him time and time again and who had every opportunity to respond to God’s message and yet he rejected it for idolatry and through a drunken feast.  And in the middle of his party, he made a fatal mistake and called for the holy vessels that were from the temple of God in Jerusalem to be brought so that they could get drunk on them.  The danger, you see, of ignoring God’s message through His word and messenger is that you begin to take the things of God as if they are not important, holy, or reverent.  If you have a casual attitude toward the things of God, you’d better check yourself because you probably have been ignoring God’s mercy and His messenger.  

Belchazzar’s desecration of the temple stuff was the last straw with God and the Bible says:

Dan 5:4-5 They drank wine and praised the gods of gold and silver, bronze, iron, wood, and stone. 5 Immediately the fingers of a human hand appeared and wrote on the plaster of the wall of the king's palace, opposite the lampstand. And the king saw the hand as it wrote. ESV      

This was no ordinary human hand, but the visible hand of God!  And it is not writing on sand, but on walls of plaster!  And the message, when Daniel interpreted it, said, “you have been weighed in the balances and found wanting” and at that very moment a foreign army began to pour into Babylon and the king lost his life and his throne to the Medes and the Persians.  What mistake did the king make?  He made the mistake of ignoring God’s mercy and the resulting callousness and casualness to the true things of God caused him to lose out with God.  The hand that originally wrote His sins in sand, now wrote the judgment of those sins in the plaster walls of his palace!  

We serve a God of great mercy, but if you harden yourself to the point that you do not take what God calls holy as holy, you place yourself in grave danger because the handwriting of God will come again and this time will not write in the sands of mercy but in the walls of the judgment hall!  I don’t want God to go from sand to plaster, therefore I will call out to Him now!  Somebody needs to shake yourself because a callous and casual spirit is trying to convince you that you are okay living in your sin, but you’d better heed the warning of God lest the handwriting go from sand to plaster!  From the floor to the walls!  Let’s allow God to deal with our sin on the floor level of mercy rather than waiting until it moves upward in judgment!  The things of God are nothing to play around with!  Neither is the handwriting of God!  

________________________________________________________________________

There is yet another aspect of the handwriting of God that we must consider.  Job, in the midst of his great trial, cried out and said in our other text:

Job 19:23-24 "Oh that my words were written! Oh that they were inscribed in a book! 24 Oh that with an iron pen and lead they were engraved in the rock forever! ESV

This is right in the midst of his friends accusing him of great wrong and of all these false accusations and right at the time where Job was looking for God and couldn’t see God anywhere in his circumstances.  And Job cries out, “I wish my sacrifices and steadfastness would be inscribed in a book and that what I have done and how faithful I have been would be engraved in a rock forever!”  What he was saying was that he was being faithful in secret and nobody knew of his sacrifice and commitment and he wished that it would be written down in stone so that everybody could hear of it and so he would be vindicated before his friends.  

When you realize that it is almost 6,000 years later and we are reading about his life story, you realize that God answered Job’s prayer.  Truly his words were written down.  Truly, his sacrifices were engraved permanently for all of the world to read.  The fact that we are talking about it today indicates that God answered his prayer.  And so from this we find:

God writes our sacrifices and faithfulness in stone.

Job’s life had become one great moment of sacrifice and he had been faithful.  Through every thing that he had been through, he did not sin nor charge God foolishly with his mouth.  Truly, his friends accusations were wrong and yet we must realize that although Job felt like God had forsaken him and did not see what he was doing, yet God wrote down faithfully and preserved forever Job’s faithfulness.  

There is a tendency in our life to think that just because we cannot see God in an obvious way that He does not see our sacrifice.  In fact, one of the easiest ways that the devil works is through discouragement.  When things do not turn out like we had hoped and despite great sacrifice and effort, we feel as if we have gone unnoticed in the throne room of heaven.  I’ve got a great and uplifting word for you today:  don’t get discouraged or weary in well doing, because God not only sees every sacrifice and every stand for truth, but He records them down in stone!  Don’t think, Job, that God has forsaken you!  He’s going to show up in a whirlwind and answer your questions!  He’s going to restore until you have been doubly blessed!  And you are going to discover that He kept track of you all along the way and saw every moment of faithfulness.  He saw you refuse to bend when your friends attacked you.  He saw your faithfulness when your health fell apart.  He saw you refuse to let the negativity of your wife sway you from trusting.  And He saw every moment of suffering.  How can God know that He has doubly blessed you?  Because every sacrifice has been carefully recorded!  Don’t think that God has missed a thing!  Hold on, because God records your sacrifices in stone!  

The prophet Malachi preached to a generation that did not think that they needed preaching.  He tried to correct with a word from God a generation that did not think that they needed correcting.  He tried to bring to repentance a people that thought that they had done no wrong.  Seven times, they asked, “wherein have we done this that you accuse us of?”  They were a hard-headed bunch to whom Malachi was preaching.  And the sad truth was that most of Israel did not heed the warning of this last Old Testament prophet.  Most of the people then did what some do today, just ignore the preached Word of God and shrug it off, saying, “what is he talking about?”  

Just as Malachi was getting discouraged and just as he was growing weary of preaching to people that refused to change, we find this:

Mal 3:16 Then those who feared the LORD spoke with one another. The LORD paid attention and heard them, and a book of remembrance was written before him of those who feared the LORD and esteemed his name.  ESV

There were a few who heard the Word of God and feared God enough to obey!  These people grouped together and the Bible says that “the Lord paid attention” to them.  And then a “book of remembrance” was brought before the Lord and those people’s names were written down and God said this:

Mal 3:17-18 "They shall be mine, says the LORD of hosts, in the day when I make up my treasured possession, and I will spare them as a man spares his son who serves him. 18 Then once more you shall see the distinction between the righteous and the wicked, between one who serves God and one who does not serve him. ESV

God said, “I am writing down in this book of remembrance, everyone who dared to do right although most were doing wrong.”  Everyone who stood up for truth was remembered.  Everyone who sacrificed and fought against the peer pressure of sin and worldliness was written down.  

I know that not everybody will embrace the Apostolic truth and the Bible teaches the sad truth that not everyone will go to heaven.  But there will be a people that will!  There was a remnant faithful in Elijah’s day and there were these people whose names were recorded by God in Malachi’s day.  Surely there will be a people who serve God in truth and holiness in this day.  

And yet the danger is that you would begin to think that “God does not notice what I am doing day in and day out.”  The danger is that the devil would slip into your minds and say, “God notices immediately when you do wrong, but not when you do right.”  Nothing could be further from the truth, because God sees all!  He sees the bad and gives you a time of mercy before you reap it.  He sees the good and gives you some time to learn to trust Him before you reap the blessings.  But just because you cannot see God immediately working, don’t think that He does not see you.  He does and every sacrifice and every time you stand up despite your family’s accusations and every time you refuse to bow to peer pressure and stand strong in truth, God knows it.  It’s recorded.  Like Job’s life, it is recorded in stone and will be forever remembered.  It may be that you are not fully rewarded in this life for your faithfulness and sacrifice, that’s okay, because you need to remember that what you receive in eternity will far outweigh any loss here.  God has kept careful tabulations of your actions and you will receive in the end far beyond what you deserve.  God records our sacrifices and faithfulness in stone!  

________________________________________________________________________

The handwriting of God.  He writes His Word in granite rock.  He writes our sins at first in light sand.  He engraves our sacrifices and faithfulness in rock and never forgets them!  And most importantly, He is willing to write your name in His “book of life” if you will obey what He has asked you to do.  It’s not time to compromise or ignore some of the scriptures.  It’s not time to abuse His mercy until you grow so calloused that you have to have the handwriting on the wall.  It’s not time to grow weary in well doing and think that God has forgotten us.  It’s time to make up in your mind, “I want my name written in that book of life and I don’t ever want it blotted out!”  God knows my name, but I want Him to write my name!  Therefore I will remember His handwriting.  It is perfect and precise and always does what is right.  The handwriting of God.  

